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certainly corrupted epistles of Ignatius there would
be difficulty in establishing the Church on bishops as
a distinct order from presbyters. Indeed the eleva-
tion and importance which these epistles give to
a bishop, when compared with the writings of the
other Fathers, is no small evidence of their not being
the work of Ignatius. The theory of being guided
by the early Fathers is, that they lived so near the
time of the Apostles that they must have understood
the Scriptures better than we have the means of
doing. And this we should beforehand have supposed
a right principle, but it is overturned by facts. The
oldest of the Fathers is Papias, who is admitted by
all to have been such a weak man that no one would
think of taking his authority for anything. Irenseus
says that he was a disciple of St. John, but Papias
himself speaks of deriving the sayings of the Apostles
from those who heard them. This he reckoned more
satisfactory than trusting to books. "We have only a
few fragments of his writings, but we can judge of
the value of tradition from what he says of Judas.
The betrayer, it appears, did not hang himself; but,
by divine vengeance, his body grew to such a size,
that one day meeting a chariot which he could not
pass in a narrow street he was crushed to death, and
all his bowels gushed out. Irensous was a cotempo-
rary of Papias, and a disciple of Polycarp, who was a
disciple of St. John. He was intellectually much
superior to Papias, and yet Irenaeus maintains, both
by interpretation of the Gospel history in St. Luke
and by tradition received from St. John and other
apostles, that Jesus lived till He was between forty and